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IN EXCERCIS.E of the powers conferred on the Minister of Home Affairs by 
section 22 of the Citizenship Act, 1982, the following^egulations are hereby made,֊—

Citation

Inter
pretation
Cap. 41:01

Cap. 29:01

Citizenship
Officer
Duty of 
Citizenship 
Officer to 
keep registers 
and other 
records

PART I Preliminary
1. These Regulations may be cited as the Citizenship Regulations, 

1983.
2. (I) In thèse Regulations, —■

“authorized tribal officer’ ’ means —
(a) any Chief or tribal authority for the purposes of the Chiefsiainship 

Act; or
(b) any Chief’s representative or sub-chief for the purposes of the 

Chieftainship Act declared under subregulation (2) to be an 
authorized tribal officer for the purposes of these Regulations;

“Citizenship Officer’’.means the officer for the  time being appointed as 
Citizenship Officer in accordance wit]; regulation 3;

“minister of religion” means a minister of religion appointed as a 
marriage officer under the Marriage Act;

“senior public officer” means a Permanent Secretary, Under Secretary, 
Principal Administration Officer, Senior Administrative Officer, 
Senior District Officer, District Officer or police officer of or above 
the rank of Assistant Superintendent.

(2) The Minister may, by notice published in the Gazette, declare any 
Chiefs representative -or $ub*chief for the purposes of the Chiefs- 
tain ship՛  Act to be an authorized tribal officef for the purposes of these 
Regulations.3. The Permanent Secretary shall, for the purposes of these 
Regulations, appoini a public officer as Citizenship'Officer.

4. (I ; The Citizenship Officer shall keep and maintain, in such form 
as the Minister may direct, a separate register for each of the following
purposes —

(a) the registration, by virtue of the power conferred on the Minister by section 7 of the Act, of adopted children over three years old as of
citizens Botswana; .

(b) the registration, by virtue of the powers conferred on the President 
by section 8 of the Act, of persons such as are referred to in section 8
(a) of the Ac; as citizens ¡of Botswana;

(c) the registration, by virtue of the. powers conferred on the President 
by section 8 of the Act, of persons such as are referred to in section 8
(b) of the Act as citizens of Botswana; T

(d) the registration, by virtue of the power conferred on the Minister 
by section 34 of the Act, of declarations of renunciation of 
citizenship of Botswana.

(2) In addiuon to the registers prescribed by subregulation (1),: the 
Citizenship Officer shall keep and maintain, in such form as the 
Minister may direct, as separate permanent record for each of the 
following purposes —

(a) recording every grant by the Minister, under section ! 0 of the Act, 
of a certificate of naturalization to a qualified person of full age 
and capacity;

(b) recording every oath of allegiance taken for the purposes of section 
10 of the Act;



(c) recording every grant by the Minister, under section 12 of the Act, 
of a certificate of naturalization to a woman who is or was married 
to a citizen of Botswana;

(d) recording every grant by the Minister; under secuon 12 of the Act, 
of a certificate of temporary citizenship to such a woman;

(e) recording every proved renunciation, in terms of secuon 13 of the 
Act, of citizenship of a country other than Botswana;(/) recording every deprivation by the-Minister, under section 15 of 
the Act, of citizenship of Botswana;

(g) recording every notice of intention, for the purposes of section 15 
of the Act, to retain citizenship of Botswana;

(h) recording every issue by the Minsiter, under section 19 of the Act, 
of a certificate of citizenship in a case of doubt.

(3) The Citizenship Officer shall enter in the registers and other 
permanent records prescribed by this regulation such particulars as the 
Minister may require.

PART II Registration as Citizen of Botswana
5. (1) Every application —
(a) for an adopted child over three years old to be registered, by virtue 

of the power conferred on the Minister by section 7 of the Act, as a 
citizen of Botswana; or

(b) for the registration, by virtue of the powers conferred on the 
President by section 8 of the Act, of a person such as is referred to in 
section 8 (b) of the Act as a citizen of Botswana,

shall be lodged'with the Citizenship Officer in the appropriate form 
approved by the Minister for the purposes of this regulation.

(2) Every form approved by the Minister for the purposes of this 
regulation shall contain forms of certificates for completion and 
signing by sponsors and for signing by witnesses to the sponsor’s 
signatures, in accordance with regulation 6.

(3) Every application in terms of this regulation shall be accompanied 
by such evidence as the applicant is required to produce by the material 
application form.

6. (1) Every application —
(a) such as is referred to in regulation 5 (1) (a) shall be sponsored by a 

citizen of Botswana and by one other person qualified, by virtue of 
regulation 20, to be an additional sponsor for.the purposes of these 
Regulations; or

(b) such as is referred to in regulation 5 (1) (b) shall be sponsored by a 
citizen of Botswana and by two other persons each of whom is 
qualified, by virtue of regulation 20, to be an additional sponsor 
for the purposes of these Regulations. .(2) Each of the sponsors referred to in subregulation (1) shall 

complete and sign one of the forms of sponsors’ certificates contained in  the material application form in the presence of a person, other than the 
applicant, who is not a sponsor, which person shall thereafter sign the 
certificate as witness to the sponsor’s signature.

7. Upon the registration of a person as a citizen of Botswana in terms 
of the Act, the Citizenship Officer shall issue a certificate of registration 
in the appropriate form approved by the Minister for the purposes of 
this regulation.
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8. Where it is a condition of the registration of a person as a citizen of 
Botswana that he shall renounce his citizenship of a country other than 
Botswana, the Citizenship Officer shall not issue that person’s certificate
of registration until he; is satisfied th a t that person has renounced his 
citizenship of that other country.
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PART III Naturalization as Citizen of Botswana
§. (1) Every declaration of intent to make an application for a 

certificate of naturalization such as is referred to in section i l  (1) (b) of 
the Act shall be in the form approved by the Minister for the purposes of 
this regulation.

(2) Every declaration such as is referred to in subregulation ( 1 ) shall 
be signed by the declarant in the presence of a magistrate, justice of the 
peace or commissioner of oaths who shall thereafter record thereon the 
date on and the place at which the declaration was made and also sign 
the same.

10. (I) Every application for a certificate of naturalization under 
section 10 or 12 of the Act shall be lodged with the Citizenship Officer in 
the appropriate form approved by the Minister for the purposes of this 
regulation.

(2) Every form approved by the Minister for the purposes of this 
regulation shall contain forms of certificates for completion and 
signing by sponsors and for signing by witnesses to the sponsors’ 
signatures, in accordance with regulation 11.

(3 ) Every applica tion in terms of this régula don shall be accompanied 
by such evidence as the applicant is required to produce by the material 
application form.

11. (1) Every application for a certificate of naturalization under 
section 10 or 12 of the Act shall be sponsored by two citizens of Botswana 
and by two other persons each of whom is qualified, by virtue of 
regulation 20, to be an additional sponsor for the purposes of these
Regulations. 5

(2) Each of the sponsors referfod to in subregulation (1) shall 
complete and sign one of the forms of sponsors’ certificatès contained in 
the material application form in the presence of a person, other than the 
applicant; who is not a sponsor, which person shall thereafter sign the 
certificate as witness to the sponsor’s Signature.

12. ;'Every certificate of naturalization granted by the Minister under 
section 10 or 12 of the Act Shall he in the appropriate form approved by the Minister for the ¡purposes of this regulation.

) Thfepaith bf allegiance required by section 10 of the Act to be 
taken by a person to whom a certificate of naturalization has been 
granted shall he subscribed and attested before a nlagistrate, justice of 
thepébéepr commissioner of oaths who shall endorse the fact that it has 
been sp՛  Subscribed dnd attested on the material certificate of naturali­
zation?;'bind forward thé document so subscribed anti attested to the G$fS^i®ij|iP|iM:erl

(2) j|Ân oathpf allégiance sueh as is referred to in Subjsecüon ( 1 ) shall be i wlïdlly hnil; and vbid: unless subscribed and attested as thereby 
prescribed



14. Every certificate of temporary citizenship granted by the Minister 
under section 12 of the Act shall be in the form approved by the Minister 
for the purposes of this regulation.
PART IV Renunciation and Deprivation of Citizenship of Botswana

15. (1) Every declaration of renuciation of citizenship of Botswana 
made under section 14 of the Act shall be in the form approved by the 
Minister for the purposes of this regulation.

(2) Every declaration such as is referred to in subregulation (1) shall 
be signed by the declarant in the presence of a magistrate, justice of the 
peace or commissioner of paths who shall thereafter record thereon the 
date on and the place at which the declaration was made and also sign 
the same.

16. (1) Every order made by the Minister under section 15 of the Act 
depriving a person of citizenship of Botswana shall be in the form 
approved by the Minister for the purposes of this regulation.

(2) Where an order is made by the Minister under section 15 of the Act 
depriving a person of citizenship of Botswana, the person then having 
possession of the material certificate of registration or naturalization, if 
any, shall forthwith surrender the same to the Citizenship Officer who 
shall dispose of it in such manner as the Minister may direct.

17. (1) Every notice to the Minister of intention to retain citizenship 
of Botswana for the purposes of section 15 (c) (v) of the Act shall be given 
by means of a letter addressed to the Minister stating the full name and 
postal address of the person giving such notice, the date and number of 
his certificate of naturalization, the date of his ceasing to be resident in 
Botswana or of his last giving such notice, as the case may be, and his 
intention to retain his citizenship of Botswana.

(2) The initial notice such as is referred to in subregulation (1) shall 
be given so as to reach the Minister not later than the seventh 
anniversary of the date on which the person giving such notice ceased to 
be resident in Botswana and every subsequent such notice shall be given 
so as to reach the Minister not later than the seventh anniversary of the 
immediately preceding occasion on which such notice was given to the 
Minister.

PART V Supplementary
18. For the purpose of assisting the President or the Minister, as the 

case may be, to determine an application for registration as a citizen of 
Botswana or for a certificate of naturalization in terms of the Act, the 
Citizenship Officer may call for and obtain such additional evidence and 
information as he thinks it necessary or expedient for the President or 
the Minister to have.

19. (1) Every form approved by the Minister for the purposes of 
regulation 5 or 10 shall contain a form of declaration for completion 
and signing by the applicant and a form of statement as to the date on 
and place at which the declaration was made for completion and 
signing by a magistrate, justice of the peace or commissioner of oaths.(2) An application in terms of regulation 5 or 10 in respect of which 
the form of declaration such as is referred to in subsection (1) has not
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been signed by the applicant in the presence of a magistrate, justice of 
the peace or commissioner of oaths shall be rejected.

(3) A declaration of intent to make an application for a certificate Of 
naturalization such as is referred to in  section 13 (1) (ft) of the Act or a 
declaration of renunciation of citizenship of Botswana made under 
section 14 of the Act shall be wholly null and void unless it was signed bv 
the declarant in the presence of a magistrate, justice of the peace or 
commissioner-of oaths-.'

2j®„ Notwithstanding th a t he is'(hptrA'ipjfifen :of Botswana, 'every 
person) resident' in.- Botswana; BelaUgihijf tpf Shy onefbr. m ore of՛ 'the 
follow ing categories: of 'persons-;shalf;ilBS)^iiiglified to 'oe an additional 
sponsor for the purposes of these Regulations^- 

(a)՝  Justices՝  of Appeal; ■
(ft) judges;
(c) Members of the National Assembly;
(df  magistrates;
(h); ju s t ic e s p f  the  peace ; ՛'
;,.(/): tsd n io r ■ p u b lic  officers;

lega l : p ig é  ti tiO nér s; ՛՛ 
(ft;), m ed ica l p ra c titio n e rs ; 
; (^ Ijb ah k  ; m anagers;; ՛.. ; ՛
''^^'''-"linisters;՛  of.-religione

mi,՛

of any of these Regulations, the Minister may
ap g i|p e : af form or 'forms.՝ ՛ ;

!l A document may be certified to be a true copy of a document for 
s of serdon 20 of the Aitt by means of a statement in writing 

signed by the Citizenship Officer.
Subject to subregulatioris (2) and (3), the fees specified in the 

shai i be payable, in respect of the matters there specified, to the
e i t i ^ i i i t e f | i |® ՝ : ;-՛;

e payable in  respect of a certificate of registration issued 
pplication such as is referred toinregulation 5 (1) jft)br 

of a certificate of naturalization granted under section 10 of the Act, P10 
on the lodging of the application with the Citizenship 

all not be refundable if the application is rejected) and 
i he payable on receipt of the decision to register the 
on as a citizen of Botswana or tb grant a certificate of 
i the case may be.
iter may; in respect of any person or catergory of 

or reduce any fee payable in terms of these Regulations;. 
24. TfUe Citizenship of Botswana Regulations are hereby revoked.

full

SCHEDULE (¿23)
#EESMatter in respect of which fee payable Fee

RegisttfUbp.hywittue; pf::r -
( a )  seftifjili'i of :the՝Aetf, v ._. ՛ . . . . . . .  . . ՛ . , . ^. .  . P25(ft) section 8 of the Act of persons such as are referred to in section 8 (b)

of the A ct.................................................................................... P100



Grant ot a certificate of naturalization under —
(a) section 10 of the A c t ................................................................... P100
(b) section 12 of the A c t .................................................................... P50

Grant of a certificate of temporary citizensh ip ................................... Nil
Registration of declaration of renunciation of citizenship of
B otsw ana............................................................ P2
Recording renunciation of citizenship of a country other than
B otsw ana......................................................................................................P2
Cerifying citizenship in case of d oub t....................................................Nil
Supplying a certified copy of any docum ent.........................................PI

MADE this 28th day of January, 1983.
K.L. DISELE, 

Minister of Home Affairs.
L2 /7 /73U


